| the naturals

W “l” I .
6 l}

09281




~ %46 -~ —INTERIGRDESIGN JURNI

1he Isao Dynas

Three generations of Calvin Tsao’s family can gather at this Northern California house by Tsao & McKown and Brian Laczko
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Wanderlust seems torunin
Calvin Tsao's blood. “My entire
family has led a very nomadic
life,” says the jet-setting, slightly
jet-lagged New Yorker. "My grand-
parents moved from China to
Brazil, my parents to London. |
grew up all over Asia, from Tokyo
to Singapore.” Eventually, the
Tsaos settled near San Francisco.

Even then, the family was more
restless than rooted: “We lived in
a series of hand-me-down hous-
es. Which was fine for my dad,
but my mom always longed for a
real home.” Well, she finally got
one, thanks to her eldest son,
who grew up to become a prin-
cipal of Tsao & McKown Archi-
tects. Located in suburban Pied-
mont, the 8,000-square-foot
house is appointed with a mul-
ticultural mix of Asian antiques,
custom upholstery, and sculp-
tural accessories.

Designed by Tsao & McKown
with Finn-Laczko Architects, the
house is a year-round residence
for Tsao’s parents. A few times
a year, the architect, his brother
and sisters, and their offspring
convene there, too. Thus the
need for a flexible layout. “It had
to be big enough so we would all
not kill each other,” Tsao says.
“We love each other, but of course
we drive each other nuts.”

The cedar-clad structure oc-
cupies a clearing on a densely
wooded, sloping 3-acre lot.
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“There are some unusual trees,
like dawn redwoods and north-
ern birches—the former owner
must have been an amateur ar-
borist,” Brian Laczko says. “We
had countless arguments with
the building crew about leaving
as many branches as possible
untouched.”

Those trees shaped the geom-
etry of the house, from the over-

Bottom

all form, a series of cedar boxes,
to the porousness of the enve-
lope: Cleverly placed windows
frame intriguing views from

every angle. “But it’s never a

“

clean view,” Laczko notes. “In
Chinese culture, nature is not
benign. It's something to be
respected and tamed.” Sliding
glass doors open onto chipped-

granite terraces—outdoor —
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rooms, really. And flooring is
furned bamboo, resilient enough
for the indoor-outdoor lifestyle.

On the ground level, four
wings radiate from a central
dining space: kitchen and family
room, living room, master sulte,
and guest annex. “My mom is a
Buddhist who lives in a cruciform
house,” Tsao jokes. In fact, the
floor plan gives a nod to tradi-
tional Chinese compounds ori-
ented around courtyards—the
“courtyard” here being the din-
ing room, expansive and double-
height. “Eating,” he continues, “is
the most important part of our
family time.”

The Tsao clan enjoys meals
at a dining table of stained ce-
rused oak—over which hover
a pair of lanterns draped with
white parachute silk from —

Top left: A Chinese

chutes drapes the dining room
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World War Il. “They still have the
government printing on them,”
McKown notes. A French 1940’s
wrought-iron chinoiserie side
chair, like many of the antiques
in the house, was purchased lo-
cally. “In the spirit of making the
project feel very West Coast, we
relied heavily on the curatorial
brilliance of San Francisco
shops,” Tsao explains.

On the dining room’s far
wall hangs a tapestry rendered
in rust and cream tones and em-
bellished with calligraphic flora
and birds. The piece was fabri-
cated by applying resin squares
to a Chinese bedspread, peeling
them off so that just an imprint
of the pattern remained, and

then affixing them to a backing
of Belgian linen. “It’s like the
Shroud of Turin,” McKown says
with a laugh.

Public spaces are designed to
facilitate togetherness. In the liv-
ing room, wool-upholstered sofas
or wooden chairs with Moorish
detailing provide seating for im-
promptu recitals played on the
heirloom grand piano. For less
formal moments, i.e. TV watch-
ing, there’s the family room’s
pillow-strewn U-shape sectional
upholstered in midnight-blue
linen. The adjacent kitchen seats
10 at a circular olive-lacquered
table, set below a chandelier of
bent rattan.

Inspired by Asian homes, the
architects designed the kitchen
as two-in-one. A glorified but-
ler’s pantry with a wok and an
extra refrigerator can be sealed
off from the stainless-steel main
kitchen via a pocket door. The
master suite is likewise divided.
A partition separates the plush
sleeping quarters from a study,
which has its own daybed. (“Dad
is an early bird. Mom is a night
owl.”)

The guest rooms feature tero
Saarinen chairs, lacquered bed-
side tables, and slate-gray accent
walls—and all four siblings have
their own room. “My mom likes
the house to appear as if we
grew up there,” Tsao explains.
So strong is the desire to have
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roots, it seems, that one is not

beyond fabricating history. “The

irony,” he goes on to say, “is
that, growing up, we were alt
smooshed together.” w
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“In Chinese culture,
nature is not benign.
It's something to;
be respected
and tamed”




